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A Decade of Distinction
In the last decade, Metro Milwaukee has benefited from rising opportunities, powered by generosity and inspired  
by the vision that the community and the Greater Milwaukee Foundation share for a thriving, equitable region.
The Foundation has helped lead change through intentional and effective grantmaking strategies, by commissioning 
research for data-informed decisions and by convening the community to listen, understand and partner on 
solutions that strengthen the region – all while helping donors achieve the greatest possible philanthropic benefit.
Driving significant impact in areas such as education, youth engagement and neighborhood economic development, 
the Foundation’s strategic investments from 2008-2017 continued a century-long commitment to strengthening 
greater Milwaukee through philanthropy.
Of the $800 million granted by the Foundation since 1915, $420 million was awarded in the last 10 years, a sustained 
surge of generosity elevating the region’s quality of life. Since 2008, the Foundation’s assets more than doubled – 
growing ever closer to $1 billion – increasing its capacity to serve donors and the community. A defining moment in 
an extraordinary decade was the Foundation’s leadership in forming Milwaukee Succeeds, a landmark, cross-sector 
partnership to improve education outcomes for every child, cradle to career.
Data and stories reflecting the investment and impact of the last 10 years illustrate the shared success that is 
achieved through partnership among donors, community stakeholders and the Foundation.
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a kickoff event at the Pfis-
ter Hotel in downtown
Milwaukee Tuesday.
At least 200 gatherings
were scheduled through-
out the day, in private
homes and coffee shops,
at schools and universi-
ties and workplaces
across the four-county




In addition to individ-
uals, a broad range of or-
ganizations signed up to
host discussions, includ-
ing the Medical College of
Wisconsin, GE Health
Care, the Milwaukee Pub-
lic Library, Milwaukee
Bucks, the social network-
ing group NEWaukee, the
storytelling organization
Ex-Fabula and a host of
others.
“One thing we know is
that every significant pos-
itive social change starts
with conversation,” said
Marcus White, vice presi-
dent of civic engagement
at the foundation.
“So, we are inviting
people to ... be part of a civ-
il dialogue and focus on
what each of us can con-
tribute to building a
stronger, more vibrant,
more unified region,” he
said.
White kicked off the
event at the Pfister by
passing a microphone
around the ballroom ask-
ing participants to share
something they “love or
are proud of about where
they live.” People cited
Milwaukee’s diversity; its
majestic lakefront; the
public art along Wisconsin
Ave.; the work of Milwau-
kee Public Schools; and
the tenacity and enthusi-
asm of residents willing to
tackle the issues that un-
dermine the region, in-
cluding poverty, segrega-
tion and racial and socio-
economic disparities.
“I love the fact that Mil-
waukee keeps trying,”
said restaurateur Joe Bar-
tolotta, who took part in a
roundtable hosted by VIS-
IT Milwaukee President
and CEO Paul Upchurch
titled “Milwaukee’s Ideal
Future.”
“We have enormous ob-
stacles in front of us. We
all know what the issues
are. But we don’t seem to
give up. There’s always an
effort to continue to make
the city better,” he said.
The new initiative is
being modeled after the
annual event launched by
the Chicago Community
Trust in 2014. Its May 2016
event drew some 55,000
area residents.
The Milwaukee foun-
dation has been promot-
ing the event since July,
offering resources on its
website for conversation
hosts. As of Tuesday, more
than 5,200 people had reg-
istered to take part. 
Dennis Griffin Jr.,
principal at Prairie Ele-
mentary School in Wauke-
sha, said discussions
about race are among the
difficult conversations
people need to have.
“If we’re going to fa-
cilitate real change, we
have to be able to talk
about the issues in our
communities,” said Grif-
fin, an African-American
man who took part in a dis-
cussion titled “Equity be-
gins with you,” hosted by
white fellow principal Ma-
ry Garcia Velez.
For Ranjit Singh of
Brookfield, an electrical
controls engineer who
was part of photographer
Lemke’s discussion on di-
versity, it begins with
opening yourself to the
goodness of others.
“If you can just see the
humanity in each other,”
said Singh, lifting an emp-
ty coffee cup to make his
point.
“It’s like rain. We’re al-
ways being showered
with blessings, but we
cannot capture that unless
our cup us up,” he said,
turning it in his hand.
“When we open our
hearts and trust each oth-
er ... we can make this a
better place for ourselves
and the future genera-
tion.”
Thousands gather to brainstorm
ways to improve Milwaukee
Milwaukee Municipal Judge Derek Mosley speaks at the Are
There Two Milwaukees? table in an On The Table event
sponsored by the Greater Milwaukee Foundation at multiple
locations on Tuesday. Mosley participated in the event at the
Pfister Hotel. See more photos at jsonline.com/news. ANGELA
PETERSON / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
ANNYSA JOHNSON
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
Since 2008, Milwaukee 
photographer Sherry 
Lemke has been criss-
crossing the region cap-
turing the beauty and 
richness of Milwaukee’s 
diversity in portraits of 
the people who call it 
home.
The subjects in her 
“Many Faces / One Hu-
manity” project are black 
and white and every hue in 
between. They sport sport 
coats and flowing dresses, 
turbans and kilts, pierc-
ings and tattoos, even the 
saffron robes of a Bud-
dhist monk.
Lemke was among 
more than 5,000 people 
who gathered throughout 
the Milwaukee area Tues-
day, in groups large and 
small, as part of south-
eastern Wisconsin’s first-
ever On the Table initia-
tive.
The goal was to bring 
people together — over a 
meal and in many cases 
across wide social and po-
litical divides — to brain-
storm ways to improve 
their communities. And 
based on the myriad top-
ics they tackled — from 
diversity and racial ineq-
uity to homelessness, hu-
man trafficking, the role 
of arts as a hub of innova-
tion, and how to nurture 
future leaders — virtually 
nothing was off the table.
“My hope is that we can 
foster a community of re-
spect and equality and 
connections,” said Lemke, 
who convened a discus-
sion on diversity as an as-
set — one of dozens of 
roundtables gathered for
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O ne of themost impressive accom-plishments of the broad-basedpartnership known asMilwaukee
Succeeds is this: An array of partners in
the city’s educational systems remain
involved in the effort— including repre-
sentatives of choice sc ools, public
schools, the teachers union and business
leaders.
That’s no small feat in a citywhere edu-
c tion long has beenBalkanized.
TheMilwaukee Succeeds effort is broad
and deep andwill take time towork. But
we believe it will work— that it already is
working. Eight of11educationalmetrics
trended up last year, andwhile short-term
gains are often illusory, those are good
signs.
Milwaukee Succeeds, launched by the
GreaterMilwauk e Foundation in 2011,
has four broad goals:
All children are ready to enter school;
All children can succeed academical-
ly and graduate fromhigh school;
All young people have access to post-
secondary education or training;
All children and young people are
healthy, supported socially and emotional-
ly “and contribute responsibly to the suc-
cess of the community.”
Dozens of organizations in the commu-
nity, working in networks, have developed
action plans to reach those goals.
Helpingmore kids read proficiently by
third grade is one task, for example, be-
cause reading proficiency is the key that
unlocks everything else educationally.
The challenge is that only about15%of
Milwaukee kids are “proficient” or “ad-
vanced” in reading by third grade.Mil-
waukee Succeeds hopes to boost that num-
ber to 38%by 2020. Thatwould be 2,000
more studentswho can readwell.
Intensive tutoring can help, but the
partnersworking on third-grade reading
quickly discovered thatwhile 85%of the
targeted students needmoderate to in-
tense reading support, only 20%of tutors
were trained to address such needs. They
areworking to trainmore tutors.
The realmeasure ofMilwaukee Suc-
ceeds iswhether it can hit its 2020 goals.
Wehope it can—andwe commend the
leaders of this effort, JacquelineHerd-
Barber, boardmember of theGreater
Milwaukee Foundation;Mike Lovell,
president,Marquette University; and
John Schlifske, chief executive ofNorth-
westernMutual.
This is hardwork. But it’s work the
communitymust do.Weurge readers to
learnmore atmilwaukeesucceeds.org.
Wo king side by side
for the city’s children
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Gilligan: Roadmap for region 
must advance equity
Our community’s needs compel us now to convene people, generate ideas and 
catalyze investment to accelerate our progress toward an equitable region.
As the mother of two sons, I’ve had my share of worries through the 
years: whether our boys were safe, healthy, studying hard, making 
good choices, preparing to be caring, responsible adults. I’ve always 
accepted these worries as a condition of parenting.
What I cannot accept and can scarcely imagine are the worries faced 
by many families in our community today. Like many of us, I’ve seen 
and come to understand how different the American experience can 
brackets, including 64% of black residents and 56% of Latino residents. African-American median household 
income in our region is less than half that of white/non-Hispanic households; Latino income is barely half, according to our Vital Signs
(http://www.greatermilwaukeefoundation.org/community-leadership/vital-signs/)research. We also hear concerns directly from the community about safety 
and violence, neighborhood conditions, economic opportunities and housing affordability.
Helping one helps all
Over the years, we’ve seen that generosity can unlock an individual’s potential and strengthen the community for all who live here. As I reflect on the 
divisiveness of our recent election, as well as our nation’s and our community’s ongoing challenges, it is clear that as a community foundation, we can 
play an important role in bringing people together to bridge divides. We must be active and vocal in building a more inclusive and equitable region.
RELATED: 'There is always a family somewhere' (http://www.jsonline.com/longform/news/local/milwaukee/2016/12/31/there-always-family-
somewhere/95782640/)
The importance of this work has led the Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s board to make a generational commitment to increasing opportunity and
economic inclusion while reducing disparities among people of color and marginalized communities in our four-county region. We are intensifying our
efforts to eliminate chronic opportunity gaps so that each person has genuine opportunity to reach his or her full potential and has a voice in shaping the
future of this region.
The benefits of economic inclusion reach far beyond the individual to the community as a whole. Our region, for example, stands to gain $14.5 billion in 
local purchasing power if we achieve racial equity in income, according to 2014 data from the National Equity Atlas.
We have work to do
be depending on your race, ethnicity, gender identity, religion or economic status. Research confirms the 
disparities.
Nearly 238,000 people throughout our four-county area are living in poverty and many more are in low-
income brackets, including 64% of black residents and 56% of Latino residents. African-American median 
household income in our region is less than half that of white/non-Hispanic households; Latino income is 
barely half, according to our Vital Signs
(http://www.greatermilwaukeefoundation.org/community-leadership/vital-signs/)research. We also hear 
concerns directly from the community about safety and violence, neighborhood conditions, economic 
opportunities and housing affordability.
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» Packers quarterbacks: The
signing of Brigham Young quar-
terback Taysom Hill could help the
Packers in a potential trade next
summer of Brett Hundley, who
was drafted two years ago. 1B
LOCAL
» County buses: Severe cuts in
bus service and sharp increases in
fares would be needed if a tax
plan proposed by Assembly Re-
publicans is in the next state bud-







In June 2015, there was local
outrage when the Milwaukee
Art Museum displayed a contro-
versial portrait of Pope Bene-
dict XVI fashioned from 17,000
colored condoms.
The work, titled “Eggs
Benedict,” drew the ire of Mil-
waukee Catholic Archbishop Je-
rome Listecki, complaints from
around 200 people and several
museum membership cancella-
tions.
One group that was publicly
silent about the controversy was
the Lynde and Harry Bradley
Foundation, the powerful phi-
lanthropy organization that
over several decades contribut-
ed more than $13.6 million to the
museum.
Behind the scenes, newly dis-
closed documents show Bradley
Foundation officials met with
top leaders at the museum be-
fore a special board meeting to
register their displeasure about
the work. And when those com-
plaints weren’t heeded, the
Bradley Foundation quickly act-
ed, rescinding a $90,000 grant to
the museum for “general oper-
ating purposes.”
While the amount was small
by the foundation’s standards,




quiet, backstage influence is a
fact of life for some of Milwau-
kee’s leading arts and cultural
institutions.
The way the foundation
wields its enormous resources is
revealed in internal documents 
THE BRADLEY BLUEPRINT A JOURNAL SENTINEL SPECIAL REPORT
Qui tly directing i  assets
Bradley Foundation major backstage player
in Milwaukee arts and cultural institutions
BILL GLAUBER
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
See BRADLEY, Page 7A
More inside
» Influential critic: Foundation has
an unvarnished view of cultural
assets. 8A
Shaquille Bridges is only 23 but saw the Pro Trade Job
Development program as the “second chance” he needs
to turn his life around. 
Bridges was one of eight men seated in a classroom on
a Monday in January, the first day of a 10-week program
aimed at teaching participants painting and carpentry,
as well as the life skills they
need to keep them from be-
ing derailed by bad choices. 
Through the program,
participants learn soft
skills such as being on time,
grooming, speaking, ac-
countabili y and how to i -
teract w th peopl  in the w rkplace. They are also taught
how to paint, put up drywall and install carpet.
They leave with their wn set of tools — actual tools, as well as tools for life. 
Bridges — one of the younger men in the class — admitted to the group that he had prob-
lems with authority figures when he was a child and that he was rebellious because he was
angry. 
“I was actually kicked out of every school since the seventh grade,” Bridges said. “At
minimum, I was kicked out of 15 schools, but I ended up graduating from North Division
(High School) in 2011.” 
A few months later, Bridges was arrested for armed robbery and sent to prison for three
years with three years of extended supervision. 
“I knew before I got out that I was going to make a change in my life,” he said. 
***
Seven years ago, Democrats
passed a sweeping health care
bill that proved to be their undo-
ing in the next election.
Is the GOP about to repeat
history?
“It depends on whether this
stuff works or not,” said House
Republican Tom Cole of Oklaho-
ma, after his party passed a plan
last week to repeal and replace
Obamacare, amid Democratic
taunts the GOP was kissing its
congressional majorities good-
bye. 
“If it doesn’t make their life
better, let alone if it makes their
life worse, then we will pay a
price. And we will lose the ma-
jority,” said Cole, who support-
ed the bill. 
“I think a lot of Republicans
are going to end up paying a
very big price for this vote,”
said House Democrat Mark Po-
can, whose home state of Wis-
consin illustrates some of the
competing factors that will de-
termine the political fallout of
the health care fight. 
All five House Republicans
fro  the state voted for the plan
— Speaker Paul Ryan, Jim Sen-
THE WISCONSIN VOTER JSONLINE.COM/WISCONSINVOTER
Health care
fight poses risk 
See VOTER, Page 6A
GOP could pay steep
price in next election 
CRAIG GILBERT
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WHAT HAPPENED TO US?
A JOURNAL SENTINEL SPECIAL REPORT
Fellowship in Public Service Journalism
Reporting on this project is support d by a f lowship 
in public service journalism sponsored by the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation, which aims 
to inform and foster civic engagement around 
building healthier communities. The Foundation 
has no involvement in the reporting, editing or 
presentation of this project by the Journal Sentinel.






JAMES E. CAUSEY ■ MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
See PRO TRADE, Page 12A
About this story
This story is part of “What
Happened to Us?,” which
examines deep seated issues
facing Milwaukee — including
jobs and employment —
through the eyes of columnist
James E. Causey’s 1978
third-grade class from Samuel
Clemens Elementary School. To
read the series, go to
jsonline.com/whathappened.
RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL
Shaquille Bridges, 23, works on a word board describing his qualities. He feels he is getting a “second
chance” to turn his life around through Pro Trade Job Development, which offers a 10-week program
aimed at teaching painting and carpentry as well as life skills to help participants make good choices. 
PARIS - Ripping up France’s
po itical map, French voters
elected indepe ent c ntrist
Emmanuel Macron as the coun-
try’s youngest presid nt Sun-
day.
The vote delivered a re-
sounding victory to the pro-Eu-
ropean Union former invest-
ment banker and dashing the
populist dream of far-right r val
M rine Le Pen.
Macron, 39, who had never
run for office b fo e, celebrat-
d ith thousands of jubilant,
flag-waving supporters outside
the Louvre Museum in Paris on
Sunday night.
The E ropean anthem “Ode
to Joy” played as he strode out
to address the swelling crowd.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Emmanuel Macron speaks Sunday
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Centrist is nation’s




S e MACRON, Page 9A
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SCOTT PAULUS
Herb Kohl
From the Milwaukee Business Journal:
https://w w.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2014/12/17/herb-kohl-selects-greater-milwaukee-
foundation-to.html
Herb Kohl sel cts Great r Milwauke
Foundation to manag  $100M rena gift
Dec 17, 2014, 2:22pm CST
Former Milwaukee Bucks owner Herb Kohl has select d the
Greater Milwaukee Foundation to manage his $100 million
donation toward a new aren  in downtown Milwau e  th t
would ecome the team's future home.
When K hl announced he was selling the Bucks in April, he
pledged $100 million toward a new arena in what most
observers expected to b  a charitable donation. The former
U.S. senator was paid $550 million for the team he had owned
for nearly three decades.
"Because of their long history of working with donors to strengthen the region, I am pleased to
partner with the Greate  Milwaukee Foundation to help me fulfill my promise to the community we
che ish," Kohl said in a press rele se Wednesday.
The Greater Milwaukee Foundation's board approved receipt of Kohl's gift with the directive that the
fun ing be dedicated to a future arena entity.
Foundation officials "are deeply honored that he selected the Greater Milwaukee Foundation to help
him fulfill his philanthropic goal ," said president and CEO Ellen Gilligan.
The Bucks' new owners continue studying locations downtown for a new arena. Wes Edens and Marc
Lasry have promised at least $100 million toward a new arena but say they will need some public
funding to complete the financing package.
Rich Kirchen
FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF TODD@TOPSIDEDESIGN.COM
DNC IN MILWAUKEE
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il k e Business Journal
Watershed Study An lyzes State of 
Milwaukee's Latino Community




It probably comes as no surprise to hear that 
the Latino population in the Milwaukee area 
is skyrocketing. As with many cities around 
the country, people of Latino descent 
represent a much larger proportion of the 
population at large than at any other time in 
the nation’s history.
But for that basic statistic, the issues facing 
the Latino community in particular have been 
under-studied. That's all changed with the 
release of a watershed study. Latino 













Milwaukee Co rier 
10 YEARS
 of Growth & Impact
2
3Greater Milwaukee Foundation:  title of report
Greater Milwaukee Foundation Growth 
2008–2017
TOTAL GRANTS  
The Foundation is an active grantmaker, 
moving more dollars into the community 
than the Foundation received in gifts 
during eight out of these 10 years.
TOTAL GIFTS  
Over the last 10 years, the Foundation has 
received nearly $450M in contributions, 
seeing steady increases in gift totals in all 
but two of the last 10 years.
TOTAL ASSETS  
Over the last 10 years, Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation has grown from the 29th 
largest community foundation in the 
country by total asset size to the 23rd 
largest, according to data compiled by 
CF Insights. The Foundation has more 
than doubled its assets during that time, 
and increased its average fund size by 67 
percent. Since the transfer of $100M in 
assets to construct a new NBA arena in 
Milwaukee in 2014, the Foundation saw 
two consecutive years of asset growth to 
reach a new high of $917M in 2017.
Average Fund Size 
2008 = $408K  |  2017 = $682K








Grants Per Capita* 
2008 = $21  |  2017 = $61
10-year Grant Total = $420M 








Greater Milwaukee Fo ndation: 10 Year Impact R
Gifts Per Capita*
2008 = $24  |  2017 = $29
10-year Gift Total = $442M 








*Gifts and grants per capita are calculated by dividing the Foundation's total gifts received and grants given by the population of its service area.
4
Compound Annual Growth Rate of Total Assets, 2008–2017
Greater Milwaukee Foundation, 2008–2017
Largest 100 Community Foundations by asset size**
                              9%




Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan
The Denver Foundation
Central Indiana Community Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
St. Louis Community Foundation
Community Foundation of Louisville
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
Assets Over Time for Midwest and Peer Community Foundations, 2008–2017*
The Foundation recovered from the economic recession more swiftly than peers in this cohort of community foundations, 
experiencing 21 percent asset growth from 2008-2009. Following the asset transfer in 2014 to support the construction  
of a new NBA arena, the Foundation continued to experience steady asset growth, most recently growing by just under  
9 percent from 2016-2017.






*Peer community foundations serve areas defined as the Foundation's Benchmarking Metro Areas. The Foundation for the Carolinas, 
the Chicago Community Trust, the Cleveland Foundation, the Columbus Foundation and the Greater Kansas City Community 
Foundation, among the 10 largest community foundations in the country by asset size, are not included in this visual to maintain scale.
**As defined by the 100 Community Foundations with the highest asset totals in FY 2017, according to CF Insights Columbus Survey.
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5Greater Milwaukee Foundation: 10 Year Impact Report
Total Grants and Assets for Midwest and Peer Community Foundations, 2017
FOUNDATION   TOTAL GRANTS   ASSETS
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation $396,463,611 $3,148,672,721
Foundation for The Carolinas $319,209,730 $2,483,470,250
The Chicago Community Trust $309,079,405 $2,828,248,897
The Columbus Foundation $223,516,297 $2,266,199,489
The Cleveland Foundation $141,016,535 $2,451,438,785
Greater Milwaukee Foundation $95,509,564 $913,447,125
Greater Cincinnati Foundation $78,922,000 $650,000,000
St. Louis Community Foundation $77,026,424 $505,604,828
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan $74,027,782 $912,062,338
The Denver Foundation $66,000,000 $842,000,000
The Pittsburgh Foundation $64,240,000 $1,249,000,000
The Minneapolis Foundation $57,890,453 $761,188,506
Community Foundation of Louisville $52,808,653 $494,612,437
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee $47,162,074 $448,006,457
Central Indiana Community Foundation $40,593,348 $811,453,251
The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida $40,460,094 $398,034,676
Assets by Fund Type 













Mobilizing Assets for Positive Change
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Milwaukee Succeeds is a collaboration of over 300 organizations focused on creating intentional, data-driven strategies 
improve education and outcomes for young people, cradle to career. The Foundation led the launch of Milwaukee Succeeds 
in 2011 and continues to advance this communitywide partnership in championing common goals and systems change to 





United Way of Greater Milwaukee    






24%  |  $2.4M
Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation Donors
4%  |  $0.3M
Other Local Donors
66%  |  $6.5M
National Donors
6%  |  $0.6M
Broadening educational opportunities for students of 
all ages has inspired donors of the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation for generations. Donor passion, combined with 
Foundation expertise, has helped prepare young people 
to enter school, improve academic performance, expand 
experiential learning, increase access to higher education, 
award scholarships and much more. 
The Foundation is often the first to seed and support  
game-changing initiatives in the region’s education space. 
This was the case for two programs that entered Milwaukee 
in 2009 and 2010, respectively, focused on developing the 
skills of teachers and mentors. Teach for America has gone 
on to train and recruit 530 new teachers for placement in 
local, high-needs schools. City Year Milwaukee, meanwhile, 
has trained 683 young adult AmeriCorps members to 
serve as embedded tutors and mentors. Together they’ve 
touched the lives of 292,200 students. And just last year 
the Foundation provided establishing support to the 
Leading Men Fellowship, designed to bring more men of 
color into the teaching profession.
Sharing a Vision for Education
The Collective Impact of Milwaukee Succeeds
Combined 
Resources
7Greater Milwaukee Foundation: 10 Year Impact Report




The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) completion rates have increased,  
helping more Milwaukee students afford college.
2008
2017
• ALIGNED RESOURCES: Over $2 million in private funding 
was mobilized to support early literacy improvements. 
• CAPACITY BUILDING FOR PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATIONS: Skills development in process 
improvement, business practices, and social learning  
were provided.
In every stage of a child’s learning and development, the 
Foundation is making a difference. In the last decade, 
over 100 Foundation funds provided higher education 
scholarships to students through more than 68 high schools 
and colleges. This includes $1.6 million for students who 
graduated from the college access program Sponsor-A-
Scholar. Extensive grant support and advocacy has been 
dedicated to strategies that improve students’ academic 
success in key subject areas, such as reading and math.  
And an emerging body of work is focused on enhancing  
the quality, accessibility and affordability of early childhood  
care and education, so children in metro Milwaukee start 
their learning careers on the best possible foot.
A child’s educational experience has lifelong implications. 
The positive influence of a teacher or mentor, the benefits 
of a socially and emotionally healthy learning environment, 
the financial support to pursue a dream – these factors 
help place young people on a path of economic and 
social stability, which is why they remain a priority for the 
Foundation, its donors and partners.
The effort that best embodies the Foundation’s core 
commitment to education is Milwaukee Succeeds.
Outcomes
Positive Results
• POLICYMAKER BUY-IN: $1 million in state funds 
have gone to support the Wisconsin Reading Corps. 
• ATTENTION FROM NATIONAL FUNDERS:  
The initiative received over $6 million in national 
funding commitments (and counting) since 2016.
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Investing in neighborhood and community leaders 
not only benefits an individual’s development, it leads 
to a ripple effect that can positively influence others for 
generations to come. Through pivotal programs such 
as the African American Leadership Program and the 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute – in partnership with 
Cardinal Stritch University and others – the Foundation 
has championed effective and inclusive leadership across 
Milwaukee communities throughout the last decade.
Supporting people where they live fosters relationships 
among neighbors, strengthens housing and economic 
conditions, and improves health and safety. Through 
its Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative, the Foundation 
invested more than $5 million in 19 neighborhoods 
in Milwaukee and Waukesha while aligned partners 
helped residents improve more than 1,300 properties, 
representing more than $25 million in reinvestment. 
Moving forward, the Foundation is joining with residents 
of Milwaukee to create positive change in places that 
historically have faced barriers to revitalization.
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For greater Milwaukee to excel as a region, all people need access to opportunity and a high quality of life.  
The Foundation invests deeply in people and place to accelerate progress toward a more equitable community. The 
Foundation works directly in neighborhoods throughout the city to support the priorities and ideas of residents for 
improving lives and livelihood in the community, building on relationships and growth fostered during the last 10 years.
Driving regional economic opportunity is a 
development renaissance in downtown Milwaukee 
catalyzed by philanthropy. Former Sen. Herb Kohl chose 
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation in 2014 to steward 
his $100 million gift – the largest in the Foundation’s 
history – to support a new downtown arena now known 
as Fiserv Forum. Through a partnership called MKE 
United, community leaders including the Foundation, 
are working today to ensure the downtown development 
invigorates investment and shared prosperity in adjacent 
neighborhoods and beyond.
Neighborhood beauty, resident pride
Urban redevelopment, Harbor District
Housing improvements, community leadership
Boosting Neighborhood & Economic Development
 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE 
 Recognizing the critical role of data in making sound community decisions, the Foundation has conducted  
 or commissioned a variety of studies to inform strategies, practices and overall understanding of the greater 
Milwaukee region. Over the last decade, the Foundation has produced three editions of its Vital Signs report, which 
compares metro Milwaukee to peer regions across a variety of indicators. 
Data collected through Vital Signs, especially key indicators disaggregated by race, have revealed the extent of racial 
disparities in the region and point to the need for focused investment to improve opportunities in areas such as 
homeownership, educational attainment and income. In 2016, the Foundation commissioned ”Latino Milwaukee: A 
Statistical Portrait,” which confirmed the assets of the region’s growing Hispanic community while also revealing barriers  
to income, employment and economic development. The Foundation’s latest case of leadership through research is  
an exploration of Milwaukee issues in early childhood education conducted by IFF, a national non-profit community 
developer. The study revealed that there are not enough seats available nor is affordable access available to families and 
children needing early childhood education and care.
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A community’s quality of life is influenced by a wide range of conditions, amenities and experiences. Through 
partnership and investment, the Greater Milwaukee Foundation supports bold impact across the region. 
Accruing Impact Together
 HOUSING
 Milwaukee is on pace to become the largest   
 county in the United States to end chronic 
homelessness. The City has seen overall homelessness 
drop 40 percent since 2015, buoyed by Foundation 
support for initiatives such as Housing First, conversion of 
the Milwaukee Soldiers Home to affordable housing for 
veterans and capital improvements to emergency shelters.
 MEDICAL RESEARCH
 With a focus on pushing innovative research, 
 the Foundation’s prestigious Shaw Scientist 
Program funds high-risk, high-reward work of young faculty 
investigators in biochemistry, biological sciences and 
cancer. The program has granted roughly $4 million in the 
last 10 years and more than $14 million since its inception, 
launching the careers of over 75 researchers.
 ECONOMIC INCLUSION
 Working families in Wisconsin have received a  
 combined average of $104 million per year in tax 
credits and refunds through the state’s Earned Income Tax 
Credit. This program that was threatened in the 2013–15 
state budget until the Foundation convened a coalition 
that successfully advocated for its preservation. The 
Foundation’s support of Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) Super Sites, meanwhile, has ensured that thousands  
of low-income residents in Milwaukee and Waukesha 
counties can access the credit.
 ARTS AND CULTURE
 The Foundation, recognizing that a strong  
 arts sector is crucial for a vibrant metro 
Milwaukee, helps strengthen art and natural history 
museums, symphonies and theaters, dance companies  
and arts education programs, public sculptures and  
murals, and more. A key focus on increasing access and 
supporting artists and their creations is further supported 
by many donors past and present, including iconic artist, 
the late Mary Nohl.
 TEEN PREGNANCY
 Reversing an entrenched, negative trend in  
 teen pregnancy, the Foundation helped bring  
Milwaukee’s teen birth rate to a historic low in 2017, 
particularly through its early support and partnership  
in a collaborative led by United Way of Greater Milwaukee 
& Waukesha County.
Here are just a few examples from the last decade.
Boosting Neighborhood & Economic Development
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Grantmaking by Top Interest Area, 2008-2017 
 




Arts and Culture 
Environment and Animals 
Sports and Recreation 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Management 
Religion 
Agriculture, Fishing, and Forestry 
Information and Communications 






                                                                                                                                     $109M | 29%*
                                                                                $64M | 17%
                                                                              $63M | 17%
                                                                   $54M | 14%
                                                   $41M | 11%
                                        $32M | 9%
                                      $31M | 8%
              $11M | 3%
              $11M | 3%
            $10M | 3%
           $9M | 2%
       $6M | 2%
       $6M | 2%
      $5M | 1%
    $4M | 1%
 $1M | <1%
<$1M | <1%
Top areas are defined by most grant dollars given in 2017. Based on grants for which category information is available. Some grants are counted in multiple areas.
*Includes $52M to support development of the new Milwaukee Bucks arena, the Fiserve Forum, as part of former Senator Herb Kohl’s $100M contribution in 2014.
Investing in People and Places
Changes in Giving to Top Areas 
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In the arc of its history spanning over a century, the  
Greater Milwaukee Foundation has experienced 
considerable change – within the organization and 
throughout the community – but the last 10 years stand  
out for their remarkable growth and significant impact.
An early commitment to conducting and commissioning 
research has informed the Foundation’s understanding of 
Milwaukee’s challenges and opportunities. Evidence and 
community input have led to the Foundation’s deeper  
focus on people and place to eliminate disparities, 
particularly those faced by communities of color. 
The path forward is charted by amplified partnership and 
investment where greatest community need, opportunity 
and impact intersect. This includes supporting and 
connecting young people to high-quality early childhood, 
K-12 and continuing education and employment 
opportunities, leading to economic stability. It includes 
place-based work, supporting residents to foster 
neighborhoods where businesses want to locate and where 
people want to live, work and play. It includes the wide 
range of donor passions that ensure our region is vibrant, 
healthy and equitable.
Philanthropy in metro Milwaukee is robust, and more  
good work is being accomplished because wise  
investment strategies have resulted in the vigorous  
growth of donors’ funds and total Foundation assets.  
The community is consequently benefiting from 
unprecedented levels of support.
The Foundation’s focus on providing excellent service to 
donors has drawn more partners to the table to address 
urgent needs while advancing the brightest possible  
future for people in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington  
and Waukesha counties. 
By using data to make wise decisions, by encouraging 
partners to align resources and talent, and by listening to 
the community, the Foundation will continue to advance  
the quality of life in greater Milwaukee. The Foundation 
enters its next decade with gratitude for this inspiring 
community’s collaborative and philanthropic spirit.
About the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation is Wisconsin’s largest community foundation and was among the first established in the world. For more than 
a century, the Foundation has inspired philanthropy by connecting generous people to community needs that align with their interests. The 
Foundation was founded on the premise that generosity can unlock an individual’s potential and strengthen the community for everyone who 
lives here. We work in partnership with those who are committed to ensuring that greater Milwaukee is a vibrant, economically thriving region 
with welcoming and inclusive communities providing opportunity, prosperity and a high quality of life for all. The Foundation today manages 
more than $875 million in assets and has awarded nearly $800 million in grants. Named one of “America’s 10 Best Community Foundations” 
by Charity Navigator in 2018, the Foundation also maintains a top, 4-star rating from the independent charity evaluator.
  
About Candid
Foundation Center and GuideStar joined forces in 2019 to become Candid, a 501c3 nonprofit organization. Every year, millions of nonprofits 
spend trillions of dollars around the world. Candid finds out where that money comes from, where it goes and why it matters. Through research, 
collaboration and training, Candid connects people who want to change the world to the resources they need to do it. Candid’s data tools on 
nonprofits, foundations and grants are the most comprehensive in the world. Find out more at candid.org.
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The Foundation honored its centennial in 2015 by bringing community together for positive, shared experiences. 
Gifts to the Community allowed 275,000 people to connect all year through monthly activities and free admission 
to special destinations throughout the region – from museums to nature centers to the symphony. Four legacy 
gifts from the Foundation supporting the Greater Cedarburg Foundation, Oconomowoc Area Foundation, West 
Bend Community Foundation and City of Milwaukee also created permanent, public gathering places befitting 
the characteristics and needs of each community and instilling civic pride.
Rebuild of Cedarburg’s band shell 
Reconstruction and enhancement of downtown 
Oconomowoc’s boardwalk 
Replacement of three neighborhood playgrounds 
identified through the MKE Plays initiative
Renovation of West Bend’s Old Settlers Park
Celebrating 100 Years of Generosity
